NE 29 1935

Mr. George Misko
Keller and Heckman

1001 G Street, N.W.
Suite 500 West
Washington, D.C. 20001

Dear Mr. Misko:

This is in further response to your ietters of April 28, July 8, and November 8, 1994,
regarding use by your client of recycled polyethyiene terephthaiate (PET), comprised of
approximately 0.6 percent PET derived from non-food containers, as the core layer in
muiti-layer food-contact articles.

You have provided us with detailed information regarding source control, sortation, and
wash procedures employed by your client. Your July 8, 1994, letter indicated that
approximately 0.6 percent of the post-consumer recycled PET would be derived from
containers used for non-food products such as mouthwash, shampoo, window cleaners,
mddishwashingdeetgemwiththcmnaindetbeingdcdved&omfoodwmxincrs. The
tecycledPETwouldbesepamedfmmthefoodbya . thick layer of virgin PET and
would be used for the following food-contact applications: 1) airline catering trays that
will contact food for short periods of time under refrigerated and ambient temperatures,
2) comainers for packaging poultry parts for storage under refrigerated temperatures for
up to two weeks and frozen temperatures for periods less than 3 months, 3) salad trays
intendedtocomctfoodatrc{tigemmdtempemnnmforonlyafewdays, 4) containers
formmingﬁuhﬁnisandvegeablafmupwuwowech,ﬂwmfordryms

comniningnofreesurfacefatoroil,andﬁ)conminexsforinstamandregnlarcoﬁ'eeand
tea.

Based upon our review of the information you have provided and other data, we find that
mmwinbeﬁaIeliknlihoodmnmbm&omm:mcycledPErhyerwﬂlmigmwat
significant levels from the packaging into food under your proposed conditions of use.
Therefore, your client's intended use of post-consumer recycled PET, comprised of
approximatety 0.6 percent PET from non-food containers and used as the non-food-



Although we have concluded that your client’s intended use of

: recycled PET does not
mqmmmamcndgxmmthcfopdgddiﬁvetegmaﬁom,youshamdbeawmma:wem
currently developmg a formal policy on the use of post-consumer recycled plastics in
contact with food. Thus, thedecisiomésc:forﬂiinmislenctmayﬂeedtobemodiﬁed
dnewfum:edcﬁbaaﬁonsonthismmer. .

If we can be of any furthzr heip, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely yours,

/5

Corbin I./ Miles, Ph.D.

Chief

Indirect Additives Branch

Center for Food Safety
and Applied Nutrition



