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1001 G Sweet, NW 
“a slute 500 west 

washmgton, DC 2m1 
rel 202.434.4100 
far 202 434 4646 

July 3,2007 

Via Hand Delivery 

Robert L. Martin, Ph.D. 
Office of Food Additive Safety (HFS-255) 
Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition 
Food and Drug Administration 
4300 River Road 
College Park, Maryland 20740-3835 

IZGEZVZ 
JUL 0 5 2007 

Writer’s Direct Access 
Melvin S. Drozen 
(202) 434-4222 
drazen@khlaw corn 
Elizabeth N. Harrison 
(202) 434-4111 
harrlson@khlaw COnI 

Re: GRAS Notification for Sodium Nitrite (NaN02) Intended for Addition to the 
Surface of Fresh Beef Via Migration From Food Packaging Film 

Dear Dr. Martin: 

Pursuant to proposed 21 C.F.R. 5 170.36 and on behalf of Bemis Company, Inc., we are 
submittmg the enclosed notification to the Food and Drug Administration indicating that sodmm 
nitrite is exempt from the premarket approval requirements of the Federal Food, Drug, and 
Cosmetic Act because it has been determined, on the basis of scientific procedures, to be 
generally recognized as safe (GRAS) when added in small amounts to the surface of fresh 
ground beef and fresh whole muscle cuts of beef via migration from sodium nitrite-containing 
food packaging film. 

Enclosed please find three copies and one electronic copy on disk of the notification and 
accompanying documents In addition, a fourth copy is provided for the USDA’s Food Safety 
and Inspection Service (FSIS) since the intended use of the substance involves direct addition to 
meat products. We also have separately delivered a courtesy copy to Mr. Charles Gioglio at 
FSIS’s Labeling and Consumer Protection Staff office. 

If you have any questions regarding this notification, please contact either of us at the 
above numbers or email addresses. 

Cordially yours, 

cc: 
                         

Mr. Charles L. Gioglio, USDA 

Washmgton, D C Br!lssels San Francisco 
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